. Reduction of various microcystin congeners in acidified and non-acidified solvents after increasing steps of pipetting using Pasteur pipettes. Microcystins were spiked into different solvents and submitted to the indicated pipetting steps. A: water; B: water + 0.1% formic acid, C: 80% methanol, D: 80% methanol + 0.01% formic acid. Significance levels are not inserted in the graph for clarity reasons but can be found in Table S2 . Figure S5 . Effect of short term storage of microcystins in glass or polypropylene vials. Microcystins were spiked into non-acidified (A, C, E) and acidified (B, D, F) water (A+B), 20% methanol (C+D), 40% methanol (E+F) and distributed to either glass (black bars) or polypropylene LC vials (grey bars) before short term storage (∼2 h). * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001. *** ** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ** *** *** *** *** *** *** 8 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** Table S2 : Significance Levels for Figure S3 . Figure S3 . Percentages of microcystins (MC) after the individual repetitions of pipetting steps are compared to the control (0 pipette actions). * p < 0.05, ** p < 0.01, *** p < 0.001, -no significance.
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